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7th Annual America’s 
Heroes Charity Golf 
Tournament Supports 
Wounded Vets
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT BILL WARNER and 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR MERRILL RUCK
Bill Warner
The NPS Foundation hosted the 7th Annual America’s 
Heroes Charity Golf Tournament at Monterey 
Peninsula Country Club to benefit wounded veterans 
charities on August 14th. It was our most successful 
America’s Heroes golf tournament to date! It was 
heartwarming to see the local community show 
their support again this year. In 2012, we will donate 
over $600,000 to organizations that have proven to 
be indispensable advocates for wounded-in-action 
servicemembers. It was even more remarkable to 
listen to our wounded warrior guests tell their stories 
of sacrifice and determination to move on successfully 
with the rest of their lives. They represent the best of 
their generation and we have an obligation to support 
them as they return home. As we have learned, even 
as the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan wind down, 
the needs for support for the approximately 47,000 
servicemembers who have sustained injuries, along 
with their families, will be with us for the long term. 
We would like to thank all of the NPS Foundation 
members for their gracious and generous support 
for this very patriotic cause. It would not be possible 
without their help. We intend to host the 8th annual 
America’s Heroes tournament on August 13, 2013. We 
hope you will set aside this date on your calendar to 
join us once again.
Speaking of setting aside dates on your calendar, we 
would also like to urge you to set aside December 
1, 2012, for this year’s Grand Winter Ball. Once 
again, it will be held in historic Herrmann Hall. 
Tickets can easily be purchased online at www.
npsfoundation.org/winterball. We look forward to 
seeing you all again at this wonderful yearly event. 
All proceeds raised from the Grand Winter Ball 
support the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation 
in its mission to provide assistance to critical 
defense education and research opportunities at the 
Naval Postgraduate School. 
 
This past quarter, we were saddened at the loss of a 
dear friend and NPS Foundation member, Capt. 
Alan Poindexter, USN, or as we fondly referred to 
him, “Dex.” He served as the NPS Dean of Students 
and Executive Director of Programs, and we often 
heard stories of him advising students and riding 
with Cycling Club members. We know the entire 
NPS community will greatly miss him. To honor his 
memory, we will be placing a brick in the Pathway 
to the Future courtyard outside Spanagel Hall. 
 
In happier news, we have moved our offices back into 
Herrmann Hall. You can now find us in Room 173, 
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7th Annual America’s Heroes Charity Golf 
Tournament Held at MPCC
By Melissa Judy
The Naval Postgraduate School 
Foundation supports not only the students 
of the Naval Postgraduate School, but also 
several charities that benefit wounded-
in-action servicemembers. 
One event in particular 
that raises money for these 
charities, in addition to funds 
for the NPS Foundation, 
is the America’s Heroes 
Charity Golf Tournament. 
Last month, in its seventh year, it proved 
to be the most successful tournament to 
date, raising a substantial amount for the 
Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund, Sentinels 
of Freedom, Navy SEAL Foundation and 
the Navy Marine Corps Relief Society. 
Over 200 golfers took to the Shore and 
Dunes courses at the Monterey Peninsula 
Country Club in Pebble Beach, Calif. on 
August 14, 2012. The winning golfers 
on the Shore course were Jim Crowley, 
Kevin Flynn, Dave Harbuck and Brian 
Snedher with a score of 44. The winning 
golfers on the Dunes course were Joe 
Driscoll, Dave Huntley, Teresa Huntley 
and Tucker Ramsay with a score of 45. 
 
David Feherty, retired professional 
golfer and now Golf Channel 
commentator, spent time on 
each course to speak with the 
golfers and offer tips and tricks 
in between laughs. He was 
on hand the night before the 
tournament as well, speaking 
to the attendees of the VIP reception at the 
home of NPS Foundation members Mike 
and Susie Chandler. Guests were treated to 
his remarks, most significantly his passion 
for supporting wounded servicemembers 
Cdr. Mark A Schafer, USN, was the Guest of Honor at the 7th Annual America’s Heroes Charity Golf Tournament. He 
is a 2009 NPS graduate of the masters in business administration program and currently serves as the Commanding 
Officer for NSW Tactical Development and Evaluation Squadron THREE in Virginia Beach, Va.
The military has learned that strong families 
make for ready warriors. We’ve made the 
well-being of our families a top priority.
          Anne Schafer
EVENTS
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through his own organization, Troops 
First Foundation.Despite his busy 
schedule, Feherty made it a point to 
attend this annual event to show his 
support for the beneficiary organizations. 
Feherty was also 
kind enough to 







The Guest of 
Honor for the 
evening was NPS alumnus, Cdr. Mark A. 
Schafer, USN. He spoke to evening dinner 
attendees about the country’s mission to 
support American veterans, and just as 
importantly, the families of those veterans. 
“The mission we’re talking about today is 
caring for our vets. We’ve seen the effects 
that these organizations have on our sailors 
and their families. You hear the statistics 
about the number of wounded, but we’re 
really talking about the families, because 
the business of the military, of going 
to war, is a family affair. And it’s never 
been needed more,” Cdr. Schafer said. 
Anne Schafer, Cdr. Schafer’s wife, also said a 
few words. She spoke about military families 
as well, specifically their resilience. “The 
military has learned that strong families 
make for ready warriors. We’ve made the 
well-being of our families a top priority. For 
every servicemember injured or lost, there 
are many more family members affected 
and all of them need our love and support.” 
Two wounded veterans also spoke at the 
evening event. Former U.S. Army Sgt. Hien 
Tran, spoke about finding a new mission after 
being wounded in Iraq in 2008. He eventually 
went on to establish Anvil Builders, named 
after his Army company. Current NPS 
student, Capt. Clayton Jarolimek, USMC, 
spoke specifically about how he was injured in 
2010 and how grateful he is for organizations 
such as the Semper Fi Fund who “provide that 
safety net for the veterans when they return, 
to catch them in case they fall.” The wife of 
former U.S. Marines Cpl. Mark Litynski, 
Heather, spoke on the spouse’s perspective. 
Litynski was injured in 2010, suffering 
bilateral above-knee amputation and the 
amputation of his left forearm. Speaking 
to reception attendees, Mrs. Litynski said, 
“For you to give so willingly to absolute 
strangers, you have taught us the meaning of 
true love and patriotism that I did not know 
resonated so much in this country until now.” 
A live auction, conducted by local TV 
personality Dan Green, followed  the 
speakers’ remarks. Items bid on included 
a 2013 Lexus, a Raiders football luxury 
suit package and guitars signed by rock 
groups Journey 









help fund family 
visits, college scholarships, modified 
vehicles and modified homes for wounded 
veterans to assist in their transition. 
 
The 8th Annual America’s Heroes Charity 
Golf Tournament is tentatively scheduled 
for August 13, 2013. The Monterey 
Peninsula Country Club and the NPS 
Foundation sincerely hope to surpass past 
tournaments yet again! ■
There are approximately 47,000 wounded veterans as a result 
of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan over the past 11 years. 
That would equal 1 veteran per household in Salt Lake City.
You can view the 7th Annual America’s Heroes Charity Golf Tournament photo gallery on the NPS Foundation 
Flickr page at www.flickr.com/photos/npsfoundation
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NPS Community Remembers  
Capt. Alan “Dex” Poindexter
I am grateful for Capt. Poindexter’s mentorship and friendship. 
He helped remind me of my priorities in life, encouraging me to 
spend less time at school and more time with my family.  I admired 
the way he carried himself, and watched how he established 
relationships both at NPS and outside in the community.  When 
others at NPS told me not to pursue a second degree, Capt. 
Poindexter supported my decision and helped make it happen. 
These kind of leaders don’t come around very often; ones that 
have found the balance between being a leader, being a mentor, 
and at the end of the day just being a great person.  Thank you, sir.
          Lt. Robert Kurrle
He was a friend to all students, he cared for them and their 
journey. He was a mentor, an advisor, a supporter and most of 
all a friend. He brought a smile to everyone he knew and could 
handle any situation. His commitment and love for his family 
were evident to anyone who knew him. He was the type of man 
that you wanted to be around hoping that some of his courage, 
leadership and wisdom would rub off on you. He will be missed 
dearly by so many and leaves a legacy for others to aspire to.
                Cathy Bachl
Capt. Poindexter was able to connect with us students on 
a level that not many people can achieve. I loved how he 
was able to remember students' names and was legitimately 
interested in our academic and personal lives. For me, he 
would make it a point to always shake my hand and ask how 
my day was going whenever our paths crossed. He always 
made me feel like he cared with his upbeat attitude while 
flashing his contagious smile. Dex was an inspirational military 
officer, dedicated mentor, and great friend; the kind of person 
we all aspire to be. He will be sorely missed.
              Capt. Nolan Semrau 
I met Captain Poindexter personally at a small promotion 
gathering in his office for my classmate Billy as he put on 
Lieutenant. I had seen the Captain on many occasions, but 
having not read his bio, I was completely unaware that he 
had piloted and commanded NASA space flight missions – it 
seemed this fact would have accompanied significant fanfare. 
The Captain was impressive in his modesty. Equally impressive 
was that he knew the names of Billy’s wife and three kids – 
I didn’t know his kid’s names. This may be a small thing, but 
amidst the many hundreds of items that crossed his desk 
everyday, those small things are what sets him apart.
          Lt. j.g. Nathaniel Hayes
While Dex was tragically taken from us much too soon, he was 
a wonderful example of how much difference one person can 
make, and his absence continues profoundly to reinforce that 
lesson. Captain Alan Poindexter was, is, and always will be, a true, 
undeniable and very real American hero.
             NPS President Dan Oliver
NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL FOUNDATION NPS	Foundation	News	•	Spring	2012	 7
Cycling Club Hosts Poindexter Tribute Ride
By Amanda D. Stein
On Saturday, July 21, close to 200 
members of the Naval Postgraduate 
School and local communities made 
their way from Lovers Point to NPS to 
pay tribute to the late Capt. Alan “Dex” 
Poindexter, the university’s beloved 
Dean of Students and retired astronaut.
The NPS Cycling Club hosted the 
Capt. Alan Poindexter Tribute Ride, 
led by NPS Cycling Club President, 
Air Force Capt. Nolan Semrau and 
Naval Support Activity Monterey 
Commanding Officer Capt. Gerral 
David, and invited the community to 
celebrate Poindexter’s life through one 
of his favorite pastimes. Across the 
park, hardly a sad face could be seen as 
happy memories were shared of 
the man who touched so many 
lives across the Peninsula and 
the country. Semrau fondly 
recalled Poindexter’s earlier 
days with the club.
“Capt. Poindexter was a very 
active member of the NPS Cycling 
Club from the time he arrived as 
the Dean of Students in 2011. I 
recall one of his early rides with 
the club, if not the first … we lost him 
on the route,” said Semrau, who is a 
space systems engineering student at 
NPS.”
“The club’s intention is to ride as a 
group and we try not to ‘drop’ riders, 
and certainly not the Dean of Students. 
We were able to quickly track him 
down, and he laughed it off and had 
been riding with us since on a weekly 
basis! He particularly enjoyed long bike 
rides and he was great company when 
bicycling for hours.”
Cycling Club Public Affairs Officer Lt. 
Angela Lefler, a student in the meteorology 
and oceanography department, noted 
that Poindexter’s support for the club was 
invaluable, and his upbeat energy and love 
for the outdoors inspired the group. “The 
NPS cycling club really felt the tragic loss 
of Capt. Poindexter. He was a cherished 
and heavily-involved member of the NPS 
cycling family. He served as both an 
inspirational leader and a mentor to me 
and my fellow cyclists,” said Lefler. 
“He was always quick to support our  
physical endeavors and almost always 
attended our group rides, regardless of 
how busy his work schedule was.”
“Since he was very involved with the 
club, both as a leader and a rider, the NPS 
Cycling Club Board members felt the 
most appropriate way to pay our respects 
to his memory was through a ride that 
included everybody in the community,” 
she continued. “This ride was opened to 
the off-campus community because he 
was actively involved with local clubs just 
as much as our cycling club. And 
we decided to call it a ‘tribute’ 
instead of a ‘memorial’ because 
it sounded more upbeat and fun, 
and that’s what Dex would want 
the ride to be.”
The nearly 10-mile ride began and 
ended at Lovers Point, with a stop on the 
steps of the Naval Postgraduate School’s 
Herrmann Hall for a moment of silence 
and a prayer by the university chaplain, 
followed by the sounding of Taps. ■
NEWS
He was a cherished and heavily-involved member of the 
NPS cycling family.  He served as both an inspirational 
leader and a mentor to me and my fellow cyclists. 
                   Lt. Angela Lefler
Commanding Officer of Naval Support Activity Monterey, Capt. Gerral David, right, and Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) Cycling Club 
President, Air Force Capt. Nolan Semrau, second from right, lead the way during the Capt. Alan “Dex” Poindexter Tribute Ride, July 21, 
2012 from Lovers Point in Pacific Grove, Calif. (U.S. Navy photo by MC1 Leonardo Carrillo)
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NPS Researcher, Students Explore  
New Sea Duty Watchbill
by Amanda D. Stein
For the Navy’s surface warfare community, 
sleep is a luxury not often afforded while 
on sea duty. The Navy’s standard 81-hour 
workweek means Sailors in 
the fleet often experience sleep 
problems serious enough to have 
researchers concerned that safety 
and performance on the job might 
be compromised. The human 
performance research of NPS 
Associate Professor Nita Shattuck 
and operations research student 
Lt. Matt Yokeley has caught the 
attention of surface warfare 
officers, even being featured in a 
recent issue of “Navy Times.”
The pair has proposed a revised watchbill of 
three-hours-on-duty, and nine-hours-off, 
which they have dubbed the NPS Optimized 
Watchstanding (NOW) Schedule, in 
place of the traditional five-hours-on and 
15-hours-off. After conducting four weeks 
worth of research aboard the USS Jason 
Dunham, during which time they tested 
Sailors on both the traditional watchbill, 
and the revised watchbill, they found that, 
overall, the Sailors are more alert when 
the work day is on a 24-hour schedule. In 
addition, Sailors overwhelmingly 
prefer the NOW schedule.
“The traditional watch rotation 
for a four-section watch is five-on 
and 15-off. One big difference is 
that with the three-and-nine, you 
maintain a static watch, you stand 
the same watch time every day for 
a week or two,” Yokeley explained. 
“With the five- and-15, you are 
constantly rotating, because it 
puts you on a 20-hour workday. By doing 
that, you are constantly forcing yourself 
to shorten your day and move your daily 
sleep watch patterns. This disrupts the 
RESEARCH
NPS operations research student Lt. Matt Yokeley and Associate Professor Nita Shattuck are on a mission to help 
Sailors at sea get the rest they need to optimally perform their duties. They spent four weeks at sea conducting 
sleep tests to prove the value of a revised watchbill that allows for a more regular sleep schedule.  
(U.S. Navy photo by Javier Chagoya) 
All it takes is a willingness to change how you 
look at the problem, a willingness to think about 
how to do things better and how to do better by 
our Sailors. Because our Sailors are our most 
important assets, and we need to take care of 
them and make sure that their needs are met. 
           Lt. Matt Yokeley
RESEARCH
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natural circadian rhythm that causes us to 
sleep and awake at certain times. And by 
constantly rotating, you’re throwing that 
rhythm out of whack.”
In the four weeks aboard the Dunham, 
Yokeley and Shattuck worked with the 
Commanding Officer (CO) and his crew to 
gather data on the Sailors’ alertness, sleep 
patterns, and overall feelings towards the 
traditional and NOW schedules. Using 
laptop computers stationed around the 
ship, they were able to collect Sailors’ 
reaction times using a device called the 
psychomotor vigilance test. Crewmembers 
wore specialized sleep watches called 
actigraphs to gather information about 
their individual sleep patterns. This 
allowed the research team to determine 
how much sleep Sailors were actually 
getting on both schedules. They also used 
the Fatigue Avoidance Scheduling Tool, 
a tool developed over many years by the 
DOD based on the Sleep, Activity, Fatigue 
and Task Effectiveness model.
“We collected four weeks of data on 
the same Sailors, two weeks on either 
schedule. We looked at their sleep and 
reaction times on the two schedules and 
we also asked them how they felt about 
the new schedule,” said Shattuck. “The 
results show how alert they are on the 
two different schedules. There was a 
statistically significant improvement in 
performance in the period of time when 
it’s really hard to stay awake, which is 
midnight to 4:00 a.m. The bottom line 
here is these guys were more alert and they 
liked it better than the conventional watch 
standing schedule.”
Shattuck’s first foray in U.S. Navy sleep 
patterns occurred in 2002 when she was 
asked to look into the issues related to sleep 
after numerous Sailors aboard the USS 
John C. Stennis complained to the ship’s 
medical team of sleep problems. Based 
on her background research in how sleep 
impacts human performance, Shattuck 
was invited to study the sleep patterns 
of the Sailors to find out more about the 
issues they were experiencing.
  
“The senior leadership of the Stennis 
wanted to know if the sleep problems 
were as serious as they appeared to be. 
The Stennis was in an unusual situation in 
that the entire ship was working the night 
shift,” said Shattuck. “This was during 
Operation Enduring Freedom and they 
were conducting all f light operations, 
including launch and recovery of aircraft, 
at night rather than during the day. And 
we found that Sailors were getting very 
little sleep —and those who worked 
topside got even less sleep than Sailors 
working below decks. We looked closer at 
this finding and saw a recurring pattern 
where many of the Sailors who worked 
below decks also stopped smoking 
cigarettes on the deployment. And we 
wanted to figure out why. “
“As it turns out, they told us that if they 
came topside to smoke, they could see 
what time of day or night it was,” she 
explained. “And if they came up at the end 
of their shift when the sun was coming 
up, they just couldn’t go to sleep. So, 
many of them stopped smoking because 
they decided it wasn’t worth missing their 
sleep. If Sailors would stop smoking to get 
help them get more sleep, sleep is a very 
important drive.”
The lessons learned aboard the Stennis 
were just the beginning of numerous 
student thesis projects on sleep, the most 
recent of which was Yokeley’s. Shattuck 
has seen the sleep data collection methods 
improve since her first paper and pencil 
surveys, but she sees it all leading to a solid 
research results supporting the three-and-
nine watchbill, or something like it.
“The surface warfare officers understand 
that we need to fix this. With reduced 
manning, it just gets worse and worse, and 
the margin for error has gotten slimmer…
because things move faster,” Shattuck 
said. “We operate on a 24/7 clock. There 
are operations all the time, and with the 
danger that lurks around every warship, 
Sailors must be alert.  There is little 
margin for error. It has become a more 
dangerous world, and because of that we 
need Sailors to be vigilant and ready to 
respond in an instant.”
And the feedback Shattuck has seen from 
the fleet thus far has been promising.  The 
trial run aboard the Jason Dunham was so 
successful that the CO agreed to maintain 
the three-and-nine schedule into a nine-
month deployment to the Fifth Fleet. A 
number of Sailors will continue to wear 
the sleep watches, providing Shattuck 
and future students with plenty of data 
for further research. Yokeley will be 
graduating from NPS in September, but 
is already pleased with the result of their 
work. The ultimate goal, he explained, is 
to help the surface warfare community get 
the rest they need to optimally perform 
their duties at sea.
“Really, for this to be implemented, it’s 
going to have to start from the ground up. 
It’s going to be commanders at sea, taking 
the initiative,” Yokeley said. “All it takes is 
a willingness to change how you look at 
the problem, a willingness to think about 
how to do things better and how to do 
better by our Sailors. Because our Sailors 
are our most important assets, and we 
need to take care of them and make sure 
that their needs are met.
“And I think that by doing that, by getting 
ships to adopt this plan, it will really go a 
long way in showing Navy leadership that 
this is something that we need to do. And 
as more ships do it, there will be more 
lessons learned,” he added. “We will find 
out what works and what doesn’t work. 
The research that we have done is not the 
end-all be-all. It is an iterative process. It’s 
going to take time to figure out how to do 
it right. But again, it’s going to take those 
individual commanders on the front lines, 
willing try something different.” ■  
There is little margin for error. It has become a more 
dangerous world, and because of that we need Sailors to 
be more vigilent and ready to respond in an instant.




Former Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman Speaks at Reception
By Melissa Judy
 
Foundation members are often treated to 
high-ranking military speakers. On July 
11, 2012, members held a small reception 
to honor Adm. Michael Mullen, USN 
(Ret.), former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff (2007 – 2011), and NPS alumnus. 
During his 43 year military career, Adm. 
Mullen also served as the Navy’s 28th 
Chief of Naval Operations until 2007. The 
purpose of his visit to Monterey, however, 
was to help his son, Lt. John Mullen, settle 
in as a new student at NPS.
During the reception, held at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kavner, Adm. 
Mullen touched on several topics. He 
began by speaking about the peril that 
the American education system is in, 
and segued into the federal budget 
 
 
deficit. Adm. Mullen stated that the U.S. 
national debt is “the single biggest threat 
to our national security… If we don’t 
get control of our debt, there would be 
continued loss of confidence in America.” 
In speaking about threats to national 
security, Adm. Mullen also discussed the 
country’s vulnerability to cyber attacks 
and the need for military leaders to 
understand the full potential impact. 
Adm. Mullen ended his remarks by 
touching on the sensitive topic of veterans’ 
suicides. Unemployment rates for veterans 
are higher than any other category of 
American citizen, compounding the 
problem. He urged the reception attendees 
to support veterans’ causes and help 
publicize this growing issue. “We have 
many veterans…extraordinary young 
men and women in their twenties, 
and they will lead for generations to 
come in this country. They’re wired to 
serve; they want to make a difference. 
So what I’m focusing on is community 
leadership connecting a sea of goodwill 
to these young men and women… If we 
can make that connection, they’ll take 
off by themselves.” ■
Summer 2012 NPS Foundation Awards
Each quarter the NPS Foundation presents financial awards to deserving students and faculty of NPS. 
Listed below are the Summer 2012 Graduation Award Recipients. Congratulations to all of the winners!
The Lieutenant Commander David L. William Outstanding Professor Award 
Asst. Professor Diana Angelis (DRMI) 
 
The International Student Award for Excellence in Regional or Security Studies 
Mr. Kaspars Galkins, Latvia 
 
The Outstanding United States Air Force Graduate Award, Department of National Security Affairs  
Maj. H. Spencer Beaumont, USA 
 
The Hans Jones Awards for Excellence in Thesis Research in Special Operations and  
Irregular Warfare or Security, Stabilization, Transition and Reconstruction 
Lt. Cdr.  Jacob M. Pilchta, USN 
 
The Louis D. Liskin Award for Excellence in Regional Security Studies 
Lt. Cdr.  Jacob M. Pilchta, USN 
 
The Louis D. Liskin Award for Excellence in Business and Public Policy 
Mr. Brian Freeman 
 
The Richard W. Hamming Faculty Award for Interdisciplinary Achievement 
Asst. Professor Keenan D. Yoho 
 
Admiral William Moffett Award 
Lt.  Michael Westenhaver, USN, also receiving his degree with distinction, and the Space Systems Operations Award for 
Academic Excellence 
 
The Gary Kildall Award in Computer Science 
Capt. Le Nolan, USMC
SPECIAL EVENT
Adm. Mullen earned an MS degree in 
Operations Research from NPS in 1985.




Saturday, December 1, 2012
THE PEACOCK SHOP 
www.npsfoundation.org/peacock_shop 
Take the new item survey at 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/H5NWM5P
Computer Science Alumnus  
Keynotes Spring Quarter  
Graduation
By	MC1	Rob	Rubio
A day of perfect weather welcomed family 
and friends of this quarter’s graduates to the 
NPS campus for the Spring 2012 Graduation 
ceremony in King Auditorium, June 15. 
President Dan Oliver introduced the guest 
speaker, Mr. Gordon Eubanks, commenting, 
“He is a pioneer in the microcomputer 
industry … He and his wife are staunch 
supporters of NPS and delightful people to 
have in our community.”
Eubanks is an alumnus of NPS, graduating in 
1976 with a degree in Computer Science. He 
noted during his comments that the university 
is different today than it was during his 
time, stating that NPS leadership has 
“raised the bar” tremendously. “The 
school is every bit as good academically, 
 
as it had been in the past, 
as other universities, but 
provides a very unique 
value in tying in with 
the needs of the military 
and the Department of 
Defense.” Eubanks went 
on to spotlight critical 
lessons in leadership that he has learned 
after a long, distinguished career in the 
information technology and security 
sector. He emphasized four key elements 
to remember in serving in a leadership 
role: innovation, alignment, ability to 
change, and not forgetting your instincts.
Following the graduation comments, 
Eubanks was presented with the NPS 
Distinguished Alumni Award by 
Oliver for his contributions in building 
the foundations of today’s computer 
technologies, demonstrating the value of 
an NPS education, and for his continued 
support of the institution. A total of 322 
students graduated earning 326 degrees, 
with 268 students crossing the stage. The 
graduating class included 30 International 
students representing 19 countries. ■
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Membership Offers More Than a 
Happy Hour Invitation
By	Lt.	Cmdr.	Sidney	Hodgson
It all started when they offered me a free beer at happy hour. Just kidding. 
They do that, but actually a friend and alumnus of NPS recommended 
that I join the NPS Foundation when I began classes at NPS, and I am 
thrilled that I took his advice. I gravitated towards the opportunities 
membership offers, most notably becoming more involved in both the NPS 
and Monterey Peninsula communities. The camaraderie shared amongst 
members and the ability to give something back have been very rewarding. 
 
Thanks to the NPS Foundation, I was afforded the opportunity to play in the 
Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach. Playing with professional golfers, 
executives and juniors from the First Tee Program truly was a fantastic experience. 
The highlight of the event for me was the opportunity to speak to the junior 
golfers at the Leaders and Legends Dinner at Pebble Beach. I was humbled by 
the company that joined me at the podium and was honored to share some of my 
thoughts on the First Tee Core Value of Confidence. I even got to meet and speak 
with one of my heroes, Arnold Palmer. Throughout the week, I learned a great 
deal about the First Tee’s intelligent initiative to teach teens life’s values through 
the game of golf. Additionally, the Foundation granted a few NPS students the 
chance to teach the physics of golf at the STEM tent at the AT&T Pro-am. It was 
very rewarding to interact with such an energized group of students from the 
Monterey Peninsula area.
As I finish my final year at NPS, I’ve had time to reflect on what an unforgettable 
experience I’ve had here. I’ve been able to learn from outstanding professors, 
gain a solid technical education in Systems Engineering and forge friendships 
with fellow students. Equally important, I’ve been able to spend valuable time 
with my family and recharge prior to heading back out to my “real job.” NPS has 
afforded me time to think critically while adding knowledge to the tool bag as 
well. Additionally, the NPS Foundation has opened doors to interact with highly 
successful people that are so willing to pass along their wisdom and experiences. 
I will definitely take these valuable experiences and friendships with me to my 
next tour as an Engineering Duty Officer. ■
